
Leitrim Review Area – Growth Needs 

New Findlay Creek E.S. #2  
Background:   

The Leitrim Review area is bounded on the north by Leitrim Road, the south by Rideau Road, Albion Road to 
the west and to the east, Bank Street which generally straddles the urban boundary limit. 

The City of Ottawa’s Leitrim Community Design Plan initially envisioned a future community of 5,500 dwelling 
units. In 2012, the City approved a variety of urban boundary expansion areas, which in this case, has served 
to increase the ultimate size of the Leitrim community to approximately 7,000 dwelling units.  

The Board has identified the need for 2 elementary schools to serve the future needs of the community. 

In September 2017, Vimy Ridge PS opened, marking the occasion of the community’s first of two planned 
elementary schools to serve the future needs of the growing community.  

OCDSB students in this growth area are now designated to attend Vimy Ridge PS for JK to 8 for English 
Program with Core French and Early French Immersion.  

New residential development continues to take place in the Community Design Plan (CDP) area.  There are an 
estimated 3,500 new residential units remaining to be constructed within the larger development area at full 
build-out.   

There are currently 584 JK to 8 students attending Vimy Ridge PS which is expected to increase to   918 
students by 2022.  

Schools designated to serve the Leitrim  growth area: 

Vimy Ridge PS   - JK to 8 - English Program with Core French and Early French Immersion; 
Blossom Park PS – Grade 4 to 8 Middle French Immersion program 
 
 
Projected enrolment and accommodation for designated schools – status quo: 
 
 

Vimy Ridge  PS (capacity 674)
JK-SK 1-8 SE TOTAL UF % Port

2018 162 486 14 662 98% 4
2019 166 553 14 733 109% 8
2020 170 618 14 802 119% 10
2021 174 682 14 870 129% 12
2022 178 726 14 918 136% 15  
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School site availability  – Leitrim: 

As mentioned above, two elementary schools were planned to serve the future needs of the Leitrim community.  
According to discussions with the local developer, the second elementary school site will form part of a soon to be 
circulated draft plan of subdivision which is planned to be registered in the late spring 2018.  

Given this timing, the Board would have access to a serviced site well in advance of the requirement  for a second 
elementary school  to serve the needs of the community.    

Growth needs and projected impact on existing schools: 

Vimy Ridge PS (capacity 674) New Leitrim  ES #2  (capacity 674)
JK-SK 1-8 SE TOTAL UF % Port JK-SK 1-8 SE TOTAL UF % Port

2022 103 421 14 538 80% 2022 75 305 380 56%
2023 106 464 14 584 87% 2023 76 336 412 61%
2024 105 475 14 594 88% 2024 82 374 456 68%
2025 105 493 14 612 91% 2025 86 404 490 73%
2026 105 507 14 626 93% 2026 90 432 522 77%

A new elementary school is needed to serve students in this area for 2022 – New Leitrim #2  ES.  The new school’s 
enrolment is projected to be 380 students upon opening, increasing to 522 five years hence.   The new school is 
required to open by 2022 due to growing accommodation pressures at Vimy Ridge PS which would be approaching 
maximum portable capacity. 

The assumed JK to 8 grade configuration mirrors the existing grade and program structure currently offered at  Vimy 
Ridge PS.  The impact of a new school on currently designated facilities is detailed above.  By 2026, Vimy Ridge PS 
would be approaching capacity while the new school would have capacity to accommodate continued and ongoing 
growth. 

Potential Addition to Vimy Ridge PS 

As a potential alternative to a second elementary school in the community, there is an option to construct an addition to 
the existing Vimy Ridge PS school building.    

Vimy Ridge PS is centrally located within the larger Findlay Creek development area and the concentration of 
development currently lies in close proximity to the school.  As a result, the designation of a new grade and program 
boundary area at this time is challenging.  Staff will continue to monitor development rates and student  yields from 
area housing, in order to further analyse the merits and opportunities of this accommodation option.   

Notes: 

1. Projected enrolments for the identified new school is provided for the purpose of capital priorities decision-making
and is based on a balanced allocation of enrolment  between the two schools.  The attendance areas, program and 
grade structures will ultimately be determined via a local study process. 

2. Port = portable classrooms estimated to be required by a school for a particular year.

3. Middle French Immersion program enrolments at Blossom Park PS would be unaffected by the new school opening.

4. Enrolments reflect a full block move of students and do not account for any phase-in of grades at the new school.
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